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of natural rights, in particular the rights of
national minorities, be punished with revolu-
tionary severity;

fg) That educational work be  intensified in the
Red Army with the object of instilling the idea
of the brotherhood   and   solidarity of the
peoples of the Union, and   that   practical
measures be taken to organise military units, at
the same time taking all necessary steps to en*
sure the defence of the republics.
It was a result of this resolution that the council of
nationalities was set up to protect the interests of the
different nationalities.   As to how this is done will be
made clear if we know the entire constitutional machin-
ery of the Soviet Government.   The supreme body in
the Union is the All Union Congress of Soviets which
consists of delegates  varying in number from two to
three thousands.   As it is impossible for it to meet regu-
larly and is too huge to act as a parliament, it usually
meets every third year in order  to criticise or approve
the   policy of  the Central Executive   Committee in
which is vested all the power.   The Executive Commit-
tee  consists of two bodies : (1)   The Union of Soviets
or Federal Council, and elected by the Congress ; (2) the
Soviet of nationalities to which the member states and
the autonomous republics send five representatives each,
and the autonomous regions one each.   It is in this
council that the representatives of the separate nationali-
ties meet where they can discuss the matters which
affect them,  state their needs, obtain information and
experience which will help them in a constructive way
and teach them to govern themselves in accordance with
a uniform national policy.   The council of nationalities
enjoys equal powers with the Federal Council and no